
 

 

 
 

CITY OF STURGEON BAY 
Resolution Authorizing Appeal of Raze Order 

Resolution No. _____ 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sturgeon Bay is the owner of property at 92 East Maple 
Street on the West Waterfront of Sturgeon Bay containing the historic Teweles and 
Brandeis grain elevator known as the Granary; 

 
AND WHEREAS, under Section 101.14 of the Wisconsin Statutes, the State 

Department of Safety and Professional Services, “may make reasonable orders for the 
repair or removal of any building or other structure which for want of repair or by reason 
of age or dilapidated condition or for any other cause is especially liable to fire, and 
which is so situated as to endanger other buildings or property and for the repair 
or removal of any combustible or explosive material or inflammable conditions” 
(emphasis added); 

 
AND WHEREAS, the Fire Chief of the City of Sturgeon Bay, acting as deputy of 

the State Department of Safety and Professional Services, issued a raze order for the 
Granary dated October 17th, 2017, “On the basis of inspection made by the Fire Chief of 
the Sturgeon Bay Fire Department, the Granary Building upon the property is hereby 
found and declared, by virtue of its dilapidated condition and location as it is so situated 
to endanger other buildings, persons or property, upon such site or property, as to 
require removal of the granary structure”, without any additional data, without any 
reference to fire or combustion risk, without anything additional at all;   
 

AND WHEREAS the City previously engaged the engineering firm of Meyer 
Borgman Johnson (MJB) to perform a structural evaluation of the Granary and in its 
December 13, 2013, Phase-II Structural Condition Assessment report the professional 
engineer from MJB reported the following  “…a detailed computer analysis model was 
constructed to capture the elevator behavior. The model includes over 1,000 pieces, 
over 700 plates, and over 1,200 connections. Twenty-six different load combinations of 
wind, self-weight, and live load were considered.  The computer analysis was 
supplemented by hand calculations and MBJ analysis spreadsheets to determine loads 
and to confirm the computer results.” MBJ concluded in its report, “The City of Sturgeon 
Bay intends to salvage and adaptively reuse the elevator as part of its waterfront 
redevelopment program. Based on the information gathered during the site visit report 
and subsequent calculations, it is our conclusion that the existing elevator is in generally 
good condition and retains sufficient capacity to support this intended use, with some 
modifications.”; 

 
 AND WHEREAS, the Granary is in an unsanitary condition due to the presence 
of bird and rodent waste, but does not pose a safety or health hazard because it has 
been secured against entry by the public; and is not in imminent danger of collapse 
according to the 2013 MBJ Report and due to the installation of support cables by the 
City of Sturgeon Bay to ensure the structural integrity of the Granary as recommended 
in and directly following the 2013 MBJ Report; 
 



 

 

 
AND WHEREAS many citizens consider the Granary a valuable, important and 

unique asset of the community and have expended time and funds directly and through 
business or non-profit ventures to incorporate the Granary in future commercial plans 
and public space plans for the west side waterfront; 

 
AND WHEREAS On August 18, 2017, the Granary was officially listed on the 

Wisconsin Registry of Historic Places as defined under Wis. Stats. §44.31 and further 
was recommended  to be listed on the National Registry of Historic Places and further 
according to the Wisconsin Historical Society, “The Teweles and Brandeis grain elevator 
is an excellent, highly intact example of a grain processing and storage building of a 
type that was once frequently encountered in communities in Wisconsin and in many 
other Midwestern states….It is now the only surviving historic resource in the city that 
can attest to the city’s historically important role in agriculture production in Door 
County.”; 

 
AND WHEREAS the City of Sturgeon Bay, as the owner of a structure on the 

Registry of Historic Places, may have some obligations, and funding source limitations, 
that relate to razing the Granary; 
 

AND WHEREAS  the City of Sturgeon Bay’s Comprehensive Plan, adopted in 
2010, states, “Cultural resources encompass historic buildings or structures and 
archeological sites, as well as institutions and organizations which contribute to the 
cultural or artistic life of the community. Cultural resources help to provide the City of 
Sturgeon Bay with a sense of heritage, identity, and civic pride…and can also provide 
economic development opportunities for the City and its residents. For these reasons, it 
is important to identify historical and cultural sites in the City of Sturgeon Bay.” The Plan 
lists only five overall goals and one of the five is: Seek preservation and maintain the 
abundant natural and historic resources within and surrounding the City. (page 3-
30); 
 

AND WHEREAS the City Council issued a resolution on August 1st 2017 directing 
staff to obtain bids for razing of the Granary no sooner than January 1st, 2018 and in the 
meantime should an offer be received from an interested party to save or restore the 
Granary, no City dollars will be used in that effort; 

 
AND WHEREAS  the Sturgeon Bay Historical Society has raised funds sufficient 

to repair and stabilize the Granary, without the use of City funds, as contemplated by the 
Council’s August 1st 2017 resolution and has informed the City of this by letter to the 
Common Council dated October 19th, 2017, which also requested an 18-month period 
during which the Grain Elevator would remain protected from demolition, to solidify and 
present a community-devised plan; and on October 26, 2017, the Society received an 
additional commitment from an anonymous donor via the Door County Community 
Foundation for $1.25M for the repair, restoration and future maintenance of the Granary 
for public benefit, in collaboration with the City; 
 

AND WHEREAS  the Sturgeon Bay Historical Society offers to pay the costs 
relating to an immediate structural assessment of the Granary and the expense of an 
insurance rider to indemnify the City against claims that might arise relating to the 



 

 

Granary during the limited time period necessary to conduct a qualified structural 
assessment;  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Sturgeon Bay, through its 
Common Council, that the City of Sturgeon Bay as owner of the structure instruct the 
City Attorney to request an extension of time and a hearing pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 
101.02(6)(c) to permit an evaluation by Meyer Borgman Johnson (MBJ) or other 
qualified professional engineering firm, as soon as practical, to determine the structural 
integrity of the Granary with the understanding that after such determination of structural 
integrity the Fire Chief may then rescind his order of October 17th, 2017 or restate a  
reasonable order for the repair or removal as may be warranted by the so obtained 
professional engineering structural evaluation. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Administrator is instructed to proceed 

with an immediate professional engineering structural assessment of the Granary as 
described and with funds provided by the Sturgeon Bay Historical Society. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any general funds or emergency funds 

contemplated for razing the Granary be retained by the City of Sturgeon Bay until such 
time that they may be required.  

 
This resolution was adopted at a regular meeting of the Sturgeon Bay Common 

Council this         day of      2017. 
 
 
 Attest: 
 
 
 Stephanie L. Reinhardt, Clerk 


