
 

 

December 3, 2017 
 
Laura Gutierrez, Secretary 
State of Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services 
1400 East Washington Avenue, Room 112 
Madison, Wisconsin 53703 
 
 RE: Petition for Extension of Time Under Raze Order 

Pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 101.02(6)(d) 
 
 Delivered by email to: dsps@wisconsin.gov and laura.gutierrez@wisconsin.gov 
 
Dear Ms. Gutierrez: 

 
On October 17, 2017, the City of Sturgeon Bay Fire Chief, acting as a deputy of the 

Department, issued an Order to Raze and Remove Structure to the City pursuant to Wis. Stats. § 
101.14(1)(a). The Raze Order directs and orders the City to raze and remove the historic Teweles 
& Brandeis grain elevator located on City-owned property at 92 East Maple Street, in Sturgeon 
Bay (the “Granary”). 

 
In August 2017, the Sturgeon Bay City Council had passed a motion which allowed for 

time until January 1st, 2018, for a private group to raise funds for repair and restoration of the 
Granary, and for demolition if no group came forward, but not prior to January 1, 2018. We 
understand that the several months allowed for private fundraising reflect the City’s 
determination that the now-closed Granary does not pose an imminent threat to public health and 
safety. 

 
On October 27th, 2017,  the Sturgeon Bay Historical Society Inc. (the “Society”) 

submitted an appeal of the raze order to the Department. The Society also requested an extension 
of time, “to allow the City to remedy conditions of the Granary that could create a public safety 
hazard.” Those requests noted that “the Society has received community contributions and 
commitments for funds in excess of $1.25 million, well in excess of the estimate given by the 
City’s structural engineering consultant of the amount required to stabilize and restore the 
Granary”, and that “The Society is actively involved in preparing plans for the Granary to be 
reopened as a community space.” 

 
The Sturgeon Bay Historic Preservation Commission is chartered under the Sturgeon 

Bay, Wisconsin Code of Ordinances, Chapter 28, in accordance with the authority granted by § 
62.23(7)(em), Wis. Stats. Sturgeon Bay Chapter 28 in establishing the Historic Preservation 
Commission states “It is hereby declared a matter of public policy that the protection, 
enhancement, perpetuation and continued use of properties of special architectural character or 
special historical significance located within the corporate limits of the city are public necessities 
and are required in the interest of the health, prosperity, safety and welfare of the people of the 
city.” 

 



 

 

On October 30th, 2017, the Historic Preservation Commission, on a 5-1 vote, passed a 
resolution in support of safely stabilizing, saving and restoring the Historic Granary using private 
funds from Sturgeon Bay Historical Society. The resolution is attached to this letter. 

The Historic Preservation Commission is unaware of any inspection report substantiating 
that the Granary is especially liable to fire or that it contains combustible or explosive material or 
inflammable conditions that endanger safety, nor does the Raze Order so specify.  The Fire Chief 
advised the City Administrator to “take out the measurements” (of potential 1/16” movement) 
from the City Administrator’s report to City Council of the Raze Order, which we find troubling. 
(the entirety of the Fire Chief’s materials known regarding the Raze Order are attached to this 
letter). 

 
On November 7, 2017, consistent with their August 2017 motion, the Sturgeon Bay 

Common Council passed a motion “to take Sturgeon Bay Historical Society up on their offer to 
pay for Meyer Borgman Johnson and Mike Till to do another assessment and current structural 
analysis contingent upon proper insurance and that the analysis be conducted within 60 days.”   

 
Beginning immediately from November 7, the Sturgeon Bay Historical Society 

proceeded to work with the City of Sturgeon Bay to establish a contract for such structural 
analysis to include temporary stabilization to ensure public safety. The draft contract is attached 
to this letter. 

 
On November 16, 2017, the Department denied the petition from the Sturgeon Bay 

Historical Society Inc. (SBHS) of October 27, 2017, to appeal the raze order (denied on the 
grounds of no standing), and denied the request for extension of time from SBHS (denied as not 
necessary). In that combined denial, the Chief Legal Counsel for the Department closed the letter 
with an underlined sentence, “However, should the City of Sturgeon Bay, the owner of the 
property, join the Sturgeon Bay Historical Society’s petition for review of the Raze Order, the 
Department will reconsider its decision”. The denial letter is attached here. 

 
The purpose of this letter is therefor for the City of Sturgeon Bay’s Historic Preservation 

Commission to request an extension of time to allow the Sturgeon Bay Historical Society and the 
City of Sturgeon Bay to finalize the contract and proceed with the work to safely temporarily 
stabilize and structurally assess the Granary. 

We make this request as the chair of the Historic Preservation Commission and the 
Council Representative on the Historic Preservation Commission. 

Accordingly, the Historic Preservation Commission hereby petitions pursuant to Wis. 
Stat. § 101.02(6)(d) for an extension of time to address the Raze Order,  through at least April 
30, 2018, to provide time for City consideration and approval of a Society-sponsored plan for 
temporary stabilization and repair, and further extensions as necessary to complete that work.  

  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 



 

 

 
Dennis Statz 
Chair, Sturgeon Bay Historic Preservation Commission 
 
 

 
Barbara Allmann 
Sturgeon Bay City Council and  
Council Representative, Sturgeon Bay Historic Preservation Commission 
 
 
 


