
Letter to Mayor, City Council, Staff
October 23, 2017

Dear Mayor Birmingham,

I would like to applaud your recent support of the city's decision to proceed with dredging Little 
Lake.  The improvement of Little Lake has already come a long way with the installation of the 
drainage swale. Dredging Little Lake will make it one of the gems of our city's parks, as it 
deserves to be.

Taking leadership in the conservation and restoration of Sturgeon Bay's resources should be a 
central responsibility of city government. I am glad to see you and the council have the 
imagination and vision to do so.

I am therefore puzzled by the city's decision to raze the granary.  Yes, it has been abandoned and 
allowed to decay.  But funds are already available to begin restoration.  So, why not do so? 

There was a time when most of the lighthouses in this county were also abandoned and  allowed 
to decay. Forward thinking people stepped up to prevent their loss.  Now most of us agree that 
our lighthouses are charming historical gems that grace our county, and we are proud of them.

Like our lighthouses, the granary is an historical artifact that symbolizes an important aspect of 
our history.  We were and still are an agricultural county, and I think we should be proud of that. 

The natural and cultural history of our area is rich and diverse.  Our history helps to make our 
city an interesting place to live and visit.  We should celebrate our history.  We should cherish it.  
We should do everything we can to preserve it for our children and grandchildren.

In preserving the granary you would create a legacy that would enrich generations to come.  You 
would make your mark as a leader with imagination and vision and pride in where we came 
from.  Please, Mr. Birmingham, reconsider.  Save our granary.

Respectfully
Paula Wendland


