
Response to John Hauser’s LTE and other online comments,

Judy on Oct 21, 2017 at 02:22 pm said:

For the record, I’m in favor of historic preservation, and I have been impressed with the 
consistent efforts of the Friends group to find solutions that would satisfy both their desire to 
save and repurpose the granary and the City’s need to generate income. Further, I know both Dan 
Collins and Nancy Aten and have a great deal of respect for their informed, dedicated approach 
to conservation. But whether you’re in favor of preservation or not, whether you’re concerned 
about conserving this particular piece of Sturgeon Bay’s culture or not, the behavior I’ve 
witnessed with respect to the granary is in no one’s best interest – not yours and not mine – 
because clearly the mayor and the majority of his council have no real enthusiasm for providing 
their constituents with opportunities to have input. If they were interested in accurately assessing 
the will of the community on this or any other issue, they’d hold council meetings in the evening, 
schedule listening sessions and/ or focus groups, conduct polls or hold referendums.

Since moving here 15 years ago, I’ve spent 13 years working in the nonprofit sector. What I can 
tell you is that upholding the organization’s mission was the primary objective and the filter 
through which all activities and projects were screened. Why? Because nonprofits are dependent 
on public support and acting in accordance with a stated mission is the promise made to the 
public in return for that support. How did we make sure we were doing a good job? We involved 
the community by holding focus groups and town hall meetings, by soliciting feedback via polls 
and questionnaires, by being available for individual meetings. By doing everything we could do 
to assure that we were acting in good faith. Shouldn’t our elected officials, compensated by and 
entrusted with our tax dollars, be held to the same standard?

Perhaps if you don’t care about the future of the granary, you haven’t spent a lot of time thinking 
about this issue. But here’s my question: What happens if an issue you do care about proves to be 
contentious and you find yourself on the receiving end of this same disinterested, disingenuous 
treatment by your elected officials? It won’t be okay with me, no matter what side of the issue 
I’m on.


