
From: Kristine Diekman
Date: Wed, Jan 17, 2018 at 9:33 AM
Subject: The granary decision
To: sbmayor@sturgeonbaywi.org, sbdistrict1@sturgeonbaywi.org, 
sbdistrict2@sturgeonbaywi.org, sbdistrict3@sturgeonbaywi.org, sbdistrict4@sturgeonbaywi.org, 
sbdistrict5@sturgeonbaywi.org, sbdistrict6@sturgeonbaywi.org, sbdistrict7@sturgeonbaywi.org, 
jvanlieshout@sturgeonbaywi.org, MOlejniczak@sturgeonbaywi.org, 
bbordeau@sturgeonbaywi.org, tdietman@sturgeonbaywi.org, aporter@sturgeonbaywi.org, 
cshefchik@sturgeonbaywi.org, RNesbitt@pinkertlawfirm.com, jkalny@dkattorneys.com

To whom it may concern:

I have been following the various discussions concerning the historic granary in Sturgeon Bay, 
and have voiced my strong recommendation that it be developed into an outstanding arts and 
culture center for the community of residents and visitors. It is my understanding that a decision 
has been reached to raze the building. It is with a mixture of sadness and outrage that I receive 
this news.

As I had mentioned previously, this building, as well as so many other landmarks in Door 
County, are unique to the landscape that has made "The Door" a welcoming and magical 
passageway since I and many of us were children. I am not a permanent resident in Door County, 
but do own a house there, and descend from families with long ties to its unique beauty, which 
includes urban structures, historic buildings, state parks and natural landscapes. My mother's 
family has resided on Washington Island for four decades, and continue to engage in community 
building efforts related to tourism, historic preservation and sustainable farming. My father ran a 
small fishing boat out of Ephraim harbor as a young man, and continues to protect and convey a 
history that he intimately knows, which is slowly disappearing. With the loss of the older 
generation, we lose the context of why we love Door County so much. And as we lose more and 
more historic structures and natural landscapes to opportunistic decisions that disregard Door 
County's unique history, such as the granary, our landmarks to Door's past recede.

I urge you to consider the environmental damage being done to this beautiful and special place, 
whether it is the loss of historic landmarks or the despoilment of environment. Please put aside 
rancor and recognize the extraordinary opportunity to revitalize the granary.

Kristine Diekman
Professor, Arts & Technology
2016 CSU Wang Family Excellence Awardee
School of Art
California State University, San Marcos
Office 337
www.communityvideo.org
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