
Sturgeon	  Bay	  Chapter	  28	  -‐	  HISTORIC	  PRESERVATION	  CODE	  

28.01	  -‐	  Title.	  

This chapter shall be known as, referred to or cited as the "Historic Preservation Code of the City of 
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin." 

(Code 1992, § 28.01)

State Law reference— Authority generally, § 44.30 et seq., Wis. Stats. 
28.02	  -‐	  Authority	  and	  purpose.	  

(1) In accordance with the authority granted by § 62.23(7)(em), Wis. Stats., this chapter is hereby 
created. 

(2) It is hereby declared a matter of public policy that the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and 
continued use of properties of special architectural character or special  historical significance located 
within the corporate limits of the city are public necessities and are required in the interest of the 
health, prosperity, safety and welfare of the people of the city. The purpose of this chapter is to: 

(a) Effect and accomplish the protection, enhancement and continued use of such properties and of 
districts which represent or reflect elements of the city's cultural, social, economic, political  and 
architectural history. 

(b) Safeguard the city's historic  and cultural heritage as embodied and reflected in such properties 
and districts. 

(c) Stabilize and improve property values.

(d) Foster civic pride in the beauty and notable accomplishments of the past.

(e) Protect and strengthen the city's attractiveness to residents, tourists and visitors thus serving as 
a support and stimulus to business and industry. 

(Code 1992, § 28.02)
28.03	  -‐	  DefiniGons.	  

In this chapter, these special terms are defined as follows: 

Alteration. Any act or process that changes the exterior of an improvement and which requires a 
building permit or other license from the city, including, but not limited, to the addition, expansion, removal 
or reconstruction of architectural features or structures; demolition of structures; relocation of structures; 
addition of signage; cleaning of masonry surfaces; sandblasting; or re-siding. The commission may 
further define alteration to accomplish the purpose and intent of this chapter subject to approval  by the 
city council. 

Certificate of appropriateness. A certificate issued by the commission approving an alteration of an 
historic  structure or historic  site or an improvement in an historic  preservation district or the construction 
or relocation of a structure on a vacant site in an historic preservation district. 

Commission. The historic preservation commission created by this chapter. 

Historic preservation district. An area that contains two or more improvement parcels which 
collectively have a special character or special historic  interest or value as part of the development, 
heritage or cultural characteristics of the city, state or nation and which has been so designated pursuant 
to the provisions of this chapter. An historic preservation district may also contain unimproved parcels of 
real property. 

Historic preservation plan. A statement of preservation objectives and architectural guidelines 
prepared to facilitate the modification of existing improvements within a designated historic preservation 
district. 



Historic site. Any unit of real property determined by the commission to be of historical significance 
due to a value in tracing the history of humanity or upon or within which an historic event has occurred 
and which has been so designated pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 

Historic structure. Any improvement which has a special  architectural  character or special historical 
significance as part of the development, heritage or cultural  characteristics of the city, state or nation and 
which has been so designated pursuant to the provisions of this chapter. 

Improvement. Any building, structure, sign, work of art or other object constituting a physical 
betterment of real property or any part of such betterment. 

Improvement parcel. A unit of real  property which includes an improvement and the land embracing 
the site thereof that is treated as a single entity for the purpose of levying real estate taxes. 

Municipal register of historic  places or municipal register. The list of all historic  sites, historic 
structures and historic  preservation districts that have been so designated pursuant to the provisions of 
this chapter. 

(Code 1992, § 28.03)
28.04	  -‐	  Historic	  preservaGon	  commission	  created;	  membership;	  meeGngs.	  

(1) An historic  preservation commission is hereby created, initially to consist of seven members, all  of 
whom shall be residents of the city. 

(2) The mayor shall appoint all  members of the commission, subject to confirmation by the city council. 
The commission shall include one member of the city council  and six citizen members. If available, 
the following individuals shall be considered: a registered architect, an historian or architectural 
historian, a licensed real estate agent and an archeologist. 

(3) Of the initial  members so appointed, two shall serve a term of one year, two shall serve a term of two 
years and three shall  serve a term of three years. Thereafter, the term for each member shall be 
three years. 

(4) One additional member representing each historic preservation district shall  be appointed to the 
commission by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the city council, for a term of three years as 
such districts are designated by the city council. This representative shall  be a city resident and shall 
reside and/or own property within the geographic boundary of the district. 

(5) All  members of the commission shall be eligible for reappointment by the mayor, subject to 
confirmation by the city council. 

(6) The clerk-treasurer shall give each member written notice of their appointment and shall  administer 
the official  oath to citizen members required by § 19.01, Wis. Stats. The commission shall  elect a 
chairman, a vice-chairman and a secretary. The commission shall make and file in the office of the 
clerk-treasurer its own rules of procedure consistent with this chapter and the Wisconsin Statutes 
and subject to approval by the city council. 

(7) In accordance with applicable state and local law, all  meetings of the commission shall be open to 
the public and any person shall  be entitled to appear and be heard on any matter before the 
commission before it reaches its decisions. The commission shall  keep a record of its resolutions, 
proceedings and actions and a copy shall be filed with the city clerk-treasurer. 

(Code 1992, § 28.04)
28.05	  -‐	  Powers	  and	  duGes	  of	  historic	  preservaGon	  commission.	  

(1) The commission may recommend the designation of potential  historic  structures, historic  sites and 
historic  preservation districts to the city council. Such designations shall be based on the criteria of 
architectural and historical  significance outlined in section 28.06 of this chapter. Once approved by 
the city council, designated historic  structures, historic  sites and historic preservation districts shall 
be subject to all provisions of this chapter. 



(2) The commission may recommend the rescission of the prior designation of historic structures, 
historic  sites or historic preservation districts to the city council. The rescission of a prior designation 
shall conform to the procedures outlined in section 28.07 of this chapter. 

(3) The commission shall review any proposal  which may result in an alteration of an historic  structure, 
historic  site or improvement in an historic  preservation district or the construction or relocation of a 
structure on a vacant site within an historic  preservation district. After review according to procedures 
outlined in section 28.08 of this chapter, the commission may grant or deny a certificate of 
appropriateness. 

(4) The commission shall  prepare or cause to be prepared a set of architectural guidelines to facilitate 
their review of proposals received in accordance with subsection (3). 

(5) The commission may prepare or cause to be prepared an historic  preservation plan that will  outline a 
proper course of action for the preservation of proposed historic preservation districts. 

(6) The commission shall  only consider the exterior features of improvements that are visible from the 
public right-of-way and shall  not consider interior arrangements except those which affect the 
exterior appearance. Screening of improvements to block view from the public  right-of-way shall not 
exempt such improvements from the provisions of this chapter. 

(7) The commission shall work for the continuing education of the citizens of the city about the historic  
heritage of the city and the historic structures, historic  sites and historic preservation districts 
designated under the provisions of this chapter. 

(8) The commission shall maintain a municipal  register of historic places and shall make copies 
available to the city council, state and federal  review agencies and concerned residents. Further, all 
municipal register properties may be recognized and identified by appropriate markers or signs. 

(9) The commission shall  meet on a regular basis at least once each month unless they have no 
business to conduct. 

(Code 1992, § 28.05)
28.055	  -‐	  CoordinaGon	  with	  waterfront	  design	  review.	  

A property that is a designated historic  structure or historic site, or is located in a historic  preservation 
district in accordance with chapter 28 of this Code, and is also located in the waterfront redevelopment 
district, shall  be reviewed by the historic preservation commission only; however, such property shall  meet 
all requirements of chapter 29 of this Code as well as all of the requirements of chapter 28 of this Code. 

(Ord. No. 982-0197, § 2, 1-21-97)
28.06	  -‐	  Historic	  structure,	  historic	  site	  and	  historic	  preservaGon	  district	  designaGon	  criteria.	  

(1) For the purposes of this chapter, the city council may place an historic structure, historic  site or 
historic  preservation district designation on any improvement, improvement parcel or other unit of 
real property located within the corporate limits of the city that has been determined by the 
commission to be of historic or architectural significance to the people of the city. 

(2) The quality of significance is present in historic  structures, historic  sites and historic preservation 
districts depicting the history, architecture, archeology and culture of the city or the United States that 
possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials, quality work, feeling and association and: 

(a) Are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
local, state or national history; 

(b) Are associated with the lives of persons significant in the local, state or national past; 

(c) Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction or that 
represent the work of a master that possess high artistic  values or that represent a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; 

(d) Have yielded or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history; or 



(e) Have a unique location or singular physical characteristics which represent an established and 
familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, area or place. 

(3) No area, site, structure or object shall  be required to satisfy more than one of these criteria to be 
considered for and designated as an historic structure, historic site or historic preservation district. 

(4) The commission may adopt more specific  operating guidelines for historic structure, historic site and 
historic  preservation district designation, provided such are in conformance with the provisions of this 
section. 

(Code 1992, § 28.06)
28.07	  -‐	  Procedure	  for	  designaGon	  or	  rescission	  of	  historic	  structures,	  historic	  sites	  and	  historic	  
preservaGon	  districts.	  

(1) The commission may, after notice, including compliance with § 44.42 et seq., Wis. Stats., and public  
hearing, recommend the designation or rescission of prior designation of historic structures, historic 
sites and historic preservation districts to the city council. 

(2) A nomination for the designation or a request for the rescission of any historic structure, historic site 
or historic preservation district may be made by the commission or by any owner of record. 

(3) The commission shall  hold a public hearing when considering the designation or rescission of an 
historic  structure, historic site or historic  preservation district. Notice of the time, place and purpose 
of such hearing shall be published as a class 1 notice. The commission shall  also notify the city 
planning commission. 

(4) At least ten days prior to such hearing, the commission shall  notify the owners of record of 
nominated historic  structures or historic  sites and the owners of record of all real property within 
nominated historic preservation districts. 

(5) Within 30 days after the close of the public hearing, the commission shall act on a recommendation 
for submittal to the city council. 

(6) After a designation or rescission has been made by the city council, notification shall be sent by the 
commission to the owner of record. Notification shall  also be given to the city clerk, building 
inspection department, city assessor and city planning commission. 

(7) The commission shall cause the designation or rescission to be recorded in the office of the Door 
County Register of Deeds. 

(Code 1992, § 28.07)
28.08	  -‐	  Procedure	  for	  review	  of	  proposed	  alteraGons	  to	  designated	  properGes	  and	  new	  construcGon	  in	  
designated	  districts.	  

No owner, lessee, occupant or other person in charge of an historic  structure or historic  site, a vacant 
property or an improvement parcel within an historic preservation district shall  undertake an alteration of 
such property, permit any such work to be performed upon such property or demolish such property 
unless a certificate of appropriateness has been granted by the commission. Unless such certificate has 
been granted by the commission, the city's building inspection department shall not issue a permit or 
license for any such work. 

(1) Applications for certificates of appropriateness shall be submitted to the commission for review 
and recommendation. The application shall be accompanied by a description or illustration of 
the proposed work that is of sufficient detail  and scope to enable the commission to readily 
understand the nature of the proposed work. 

(2) Upon receipt of an application, the commission shall review the project at its next regular 
meeting. The commission may find the project appropriate and grant a certificate at that time or 
it shall set a public hearing date within 30 days of its original review. When reviewing the 
certificate application, the commission shall consider: 



(a) Whether, in the case of an historic structure, historic site or improvement within an historic 
preservation district, the proposed work would detrimentally change, destroy or adversely 
affect any exterior architectural feature of the improvement upon which such work is to be 
done. 

(b) Whether, in the case of construction of a new improvement upon an historic  site or within 
an historic  preservation district, the exterior of such improvement would adversely affect or 
not harmonize with the exterior appearance of nearby improvements in such district. 

(c) Whether the proposed construction, reconstruction or exterior alteration does not conform 
to the objectives and design criteria of the historic preservation plan for such district. 

(3) Notice of hearing shall be in the same manner as described in section 28.07(3) of this chapter. 
The applicant may be required to provide supplemental  information, including, but not limited to, 
photographs, facade elevations and detailed drawings of any proposed improvement or portion 
thereof or other work subject to review. 

(4) If at the public  hearing it appears that the proposed alterations or new construction is consistent 
with the character of the individual improvement or that of its district, the commission shall 
immediately grant a certificate of appropriateness to the applicant. In making its determination 
on any application, the commission shall use the guidelines developed in accordance with 
section 28.05(4) of this chapter. 

(5) If the application for a certificate of appropriateness is disapproved or the applicant refuses to 
accept changes recommended by the commission, the commission shall notify the applicant of 
its decision by letter within 15 days. The applicant may then appeal the decision to the city 
council. Appeals shall be by a written request to the city council within 20 days after the mailing 
of the letter to the applicant of the commission's decision. The city council  may then reverse or 
modify the decision of the commission if, after balancing the interest of the public  in preserving 
the subject property and the interest of the owner in using it for his/her own purposes, the city 
council  finds that, owing to unique conditions pertaining to the specific piece of property, failure 
to grant the certificate of appropriateness will  preclude the reasonable use of the property or will 
cause serious hardship for the owner. 

(Code 1992, § 28.08)
28.09	  -‐	  CondiGons	  dangerous	  to	  life,	  health	  or	  property.	  

Nothing contained in this chapter shall  prohibit the making of necessary alterations to or the 
demolition of any historic  structure, improvement on an historic  site or improvement in an historic 
preservation district by order of any governmental  agency or by any court judgment to remedy emergency 
conditions determined to be dangerous to life, health or property. In such cases, no approval  from the 
commission shall be required, although the commission shall be notified of the alteration or demolition as 
soon as possible. 

(Code 1992, § 28.09)
28.10	  -‐	  DeterminaGon	  of	  compliance.	  

The city council  may appoint the building inspection department or any other individual or groups of 
individuals to determine compliance with the provisions of this chapter. Physical entry onto private 
property shall not occur without permission of the property owner. 

(Code 1992, § 28.10)
28.11	  -‐	  PenalGes	  for	  violaGon.	  

Any person who shall violate any provision of this chapter or any order, rule or regulation issued 
pursuant to this chapter shall be subject to a penalty as provided in section 25.04 of this Municipal Code. 

(Code 1992, § 28.11)


